
  Meaningful Questions 

 
 
 
Useful Verbs  Sample Question Starters  Activity Suggestions 

Knowledge     
 
 
 
tell 
list 
describe 
relate 
locate 
write 
find 
state 
name 

 
What happened after...? 
How many...? 
Who was it that...? Can 
you name the...? 
Describe what happened at...? 
Who spoke to...? 
Can you tell why...? Find 
the meaning of...? What 
is...? 
Which is true or false...? 

 
Make a list of the main events. 
Make a timeline of events. Make 
a facts chart. 
Write a list of any pieces of information you 
can remember. 
List all the .... in the story. 
Make a chart showing... 
Make an acrostic. 
Recite a poem. 

Comprehension     

explain 
interpret 
outline 
discuss 
distinguish 
predict 
restate 
translate 
compare 
describe 

Can you write in your own words...? 
Can you write a brief outline...? 
What do you think could of happened 
next...? 
Who do you think...? 
What was the main idea...? Who 
was the key character...? 
Can you distinguish between...? What 
differences exist between...? Can you 
provide an example of ...? Can you 
provide a definition for...? 

Cut out or draw pictures to show a particular 
event. 
Illustrate what you think the main idea was. 
Make a cartoon strip showing the sequence of 
events. 
Write and perform a play based on the story. 
Retell the story in your words. 
Paint a picture of some aspect you like. 
Write a summary report of an event. 
Prepare a flow chart to illustrate the sequence 
of events. 
Make a coloring book. 

Application     

 
solve 
show 
use 
illustrate 
construct 
complete 
examine 
classify 

 
Do you know another instance 
where...? 
Could this have happened in...? 
Can you group by characteristics such 
as...? 
What factors would you change if...? 
Can you apply the method used to 
some experience of your own...? 
What questions would you ask of...? 
From the information given, can you 

 
Construct a model to demonstrate how it will 
work. 
Make a diorama to illustrate an important 
event. 
Make a scrapbook about the areas of study. 
Make a paper‐mache map to include relevant 
information about an event. 
Take a collection of photographs to 
demonstrate a particular point. 
Make up a puzzle game using the ideas from 

 
 
 


